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Legends of Spirits, a must-read classic in Chinese fantasy, has sold over 500,000 copies. 
Its spin-off series, created in collaboration with the National Palace Museum, seamlessly 
blends ancient artifacts with fantastical adventures.In this middle-grade novel, the young 
protagonists encounter danger at every turn as they strive to uncover hidden truths. Set 
against the backdrop of the Along the River During the Qingming Festival painting and 
featuring the mysterious ancient healing technique known as “The Zhuyou Healers,” the series 
delivers thrilling, action-packed stories.

Each volume is enriched with professional analysis and commentary by museum researchers, 
transforming the series into a captivating blend of adventure and educational art 
appreciation lessons.

Author Yuju Chen
Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Yuju Chen settled in the United States after obtaining a master's degree in 
art. Through painting and writing, she aims to build a bridge for children to connect with Eastern 
culture and enjoy reading through familiar subjects. Her first full-length fantasy novel, Cultivation, 
received widespread acclaim. In 2016, she created Legends of Spirits 1: The Soul of Poetry, which 
won major annual awards from the top three distributors and was recommended as an excellent 
publication by the 41st Golden Tripod Awards. After writing eight fantasy novels, she began 
documenting her life in essays, with her first essay collection, Zero Degrees Fahrenheit. Her works 
include: Xiulian series 1-4, Cultivation Prequel, Legend of Fairy Series Volumes 1-6, Yuju Chen’s Travel 
Landscapes Series Volumes 1-3, My Persimmon Pancake, and The Guardians of the Stone of the 
Immortality.
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An Adventure of Knowledge: 
Solving Mysteries with 
Artifacts
 by Shiori

Legends of Spirits and Artifacts: 
The Zhuyou Healers is a spin-off of the 
Legends of Spirits series, particularly 
focusing on five cultural artifacts housed 
in the National Palace Museum. The five 
protagonists travel through the famous 
Up the River During Qingming painting, 
exploring the events depicted in the 
artwork. Although readers who haven’t 
seen the original Legends of Spirits series 
can still enjoy the story, halfway through 
the book, I couldn't help but find the 
interactions among these teenagers 
endearing. I  ended up revisiting the 
original series to learn more. The poetic 
imagery and the depth of the painting 
draw you in, sparking a desire to explore 
more poetry or to understand various 
works of art as tools or clues for solving 

puzzles. This series takes these elements 
to the next level, delving into rare artifacts 
and their historical contexts, encouraging 
readers to explore the connections 
between these items and the mysteries 
they embody.

T h e  s t o r y  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e s 
elements that are beloved by young 
readers, such as magical cultivation, 
adventure, and emotional connections. 
The themes of good versus evil and justice 
are woven into these events, prompting 
readers to reflect on the significance 
of these artifacts and to understand 
the complexity of human nature. Not 
everyone starts as a villain; kindness 
can be a chosen value, and intense 
positive emotions can quickly turn into 
negative anger and hatred. Through 

these portrayals, the series highlights 
the complexity and subtlety of human 
emotions.

A particularly compelling aspect 
of the story is the clash between modern 
and ancient values. The characters within 
the painting reflect the social norms of 
their time, while the modern protagonists 
openly critique outdated and sometimes 
harmful  bel iefs .  For instance,  they 
challenge the expectation that women 
should prioritize marriage and criticize 
the villain’s actions, which resemble those 
of a terrifying stalker, nearly causing the 
painted world to collapse. While these 
observations are often delivered with 
humor, they carry deeper meanings that 
resonate as readers reflect on them.

The modern protagonists, despite 
being endowed with magical abilities, do 
not view themselves as superior. Instead, 
they use their powers to help others, even 
if their acts of kindness are confined to 
the painted or dreamlike realm. Their 
strong sense of empathy stands out, 
embodying a level of emotional maturity 
that even adults may find challenging to 
maintain.

After finishing Legends of Spirits 
and Artifacts: The Zhuyou Healers, the 
first thing I wanted to do was visit the 
National Palace Museum and see the Up 
the River During Qingming for myself. The 
book seriously analyzes the differences 
between various versions of the painting 
and its vivid depiction of details, which 
made me wish I had the magical powers 
of the characters to explore the painting 
firsthand.

This foreword has been edited for the 
purposes of this booklet.

Shiori, a member of the Mystery Writers of 
Taiwan, has served as a book selector for 
the Reading Detective School, and written 
mystery-related articles for Readmoo’s 
Reading Frontline and Unitas. Shiori has 
been involved in various mystery-related 
activities and is dedicated to promoting 
different forms of myster y writ ing. 
Recently, she has become passionate 
a b o u t  e x p l o r i n g  e - b o o k s  a n d  t h e 
possibilities surrounding self-publishing.
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